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| hope all of you stayed warm

throughout these holiday weeks.  Ratjrement Age Expectations vs. Reality

Here is wishing you and your

family have many wonderful Workers typically plan to retire much later than the actual age reported by
blessings in 2023. retirees. In the 2022 Retirement Confidence Survey, 65% of workers said they
It is an honor to know and serve expect to retire at age 65 or older (or never retire), whereas 69% of retirees left
all of you. the workforce before reaching age 65. When choosing a retirement age, it

- Audrey might be wise to consider a contingency plan.
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Finding Forgotten Funds

As a child, you may have dreamed about finding
buried treasure, but you probably realized at an early
age that it was unlikely you would discover a chest full
of pirate booty. However, the possibility that you have
unclaimed funds or other assets waiting for you is not
a fantasy.

Billions of dollars in unclaimed property are reported
each year, and 10% of people have some form of
property waiting to be returned by state unclaimed
property programs.1 So how do you find what is owed
to you, even if it's not a fortune? One of the challenges
of finding lost property is knowing where to look.

State Programs

Every state has an unclaimed property program that
requires companies and financial institutions to turn
inactive account assets over to the state if they have
lost contact with the rightful owner for a period of time.
In most states, this dormancy period is three to five
years, but may be shorter or longer depending on the
type of property and on state law. It then becomes the
state's responsibility to locate the owner.

For state programs, unclaimed property might include
financial accounts, stocks, uncashed dividends and
payroll checks, utility security deposits, insurance
payments and policies, trust distributions, mineral
royalty payments, gift cards, and the contents of
safe-deposit boxes. State-held property generally can
be claimed in perpetuity by original owners and heirs.

Most states participate in a free national database
sponsored by the National Association of Unclaimed
Property Administrators called MissingMoney.com.
You might also check specific databases for every
state where you have lived. For more information and
links to individual state programs, see the National
Association of Unclaimed Property Administrators at
unclaimed.orq.

Even if your search isn't fruitful the first time you look,
check back often because states regularly update their
databases.

Federal Programs

Unclaimed property held by federal agencies might
include tax refunds, pension funds, funds from failed
banks and credit unions, funds owed investors from
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
enforcement cases, refunds from mortgages insured
by the Federal Housing Administration, and matured
unredeemed savings bonds. There is no single
searchable database for federal agencies, but you can
find more information and links to sites you can search
at usa.gov/unclaimed-money.

$30+ billion

Total value of matured
unredeemed savings bonds!

$1.5 billion

$3+ billion

Unclaimed funds returned
by states annually?
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Amount of unclaimed federal
income tax refunds?

$12 million

$16 million

Total value of unused gift cards turned
over to New York State*

Largest claim ever paid by the state
of Texas (abandoned stock)®

Sources: 1) U.S. Department of the Treasury, 2022 (as of December 2021);
2) National Association of Unclaimed Property Administrators, 2022; 3)
Internal Revenue Service, 2022 (data for 2018 tax year); 4) Office of the
New York State Comptroller, 2022 (data for 2021); 5) Texas Comptroller of
Public Accounts, 2022

Submitting a Claim

To claim property, follow the instructions given, which
will vary by the type of asset and where the property is
held. You'll need to verify ownership, typically by
providing information about yourself (such as your
Social Security number and proof of address), and
submit a claim form either online or by mail. What if
the listed property owner is deceased? A claim may be
made by a survivor and will be payable according to
state or federal law.

Avoiding Scams

Finding and receiving any unclaimed property to which
you are entitled should not cost you money. Some
states allow legitimate third-party "finders" to offer to
help rightful owners locate property for a fee, but you
do not need to pay them in order to receive the
property. Be on the lookout for scammers who pretend
to have unclaimed property in order to trick you into
revealing personal or financial information. Before you
sign any contracts or give out any information, contact
your state's unclaimed property office.

1) National Association of State Treasurers, 2022
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Three Stretch IRA Alternatives

The passage of the SECURE Act in 2019 effectively
eliminated the stretch IRA, an estate planning strategy
that allowed an inherited IRA to continue growing tax
deferred, potentially for decades. Most honspouse
beneficiaries, including children and grandchildren,
can no longer stretch distributions over their lifetimes.
Moreover, proposed IRS regulations require most
designated beneficiaries to take annual required
minimum distributions (RMDs) within the 10-year
distribution period if the original account owner died on
or after his or her required beginning date. This shorter
distribution period could result in unanticipated and
potentially large tax bills for nonspouse beneficiaries
who inherit high-value IRAs.

You may be looking for alternative ways to preserve
your wealth and pass it on to your beneficiaries. Here
are three options you might consider.

Roth Conversion

If you are willing to pay income taxes now instead of
your beneficiaries paying them later, you could convert
your IRA to a Roth IRA. Anyone can convert a
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA. However, you generally
have to include the amount you convert in your gross
income for the year converted. Not only would you
have to pay taxes on the amount converted, but the
beneficiaries of your Roth IRA will generally have to
liquidate the account within 10 years of inheriting it,
although they won't pay federal income taxes on the
distribution(s).

Life Insurance

You could take distributions from your IRA and use
them to buy life insurance on your life. The
beneficiaries you name in the life insurance policy will
receive those proceeds tax-free at your death. The
policy beneficiaries could use the tax-free proceeds of
the life insurance to pay any income taxes they would
owe on the balance of the IRA they inherit from you.
Or, if you've been able to liquidate or spend down your
IRA during your lifetime, the tax-free life insurance
death benefit would replace some or all of the taxable
IRA that otherwise would have been inherited by the
beneficiaries.

Irrevocable Trust

You could create an irrevocable trust and fund it with
non-IRA assets. An irrevocable trust can't be changed
or dissolved once it has been created. You generally
can't remove assets, change beneficiaries, or rewrite
any of the terms of the trust. Often, life insurance is
used to fund the irrevocable trust. You can direct how
and when the trust beneficiaries are to receive the life
insurance proceeds from the trust after your death. In
addition, if you have given up control of the property,
all of the property in the trust, plus any future
appreciation on the property, is removed from your
taxable estate.

Wealth Cache

Assets held in individual retirement accounts (IRAs) and
defined-contribution plans such as 401(k)s dipped in the first
half of 2022 to $21 trillion. Even so, that total was up more
than 25% from year-end 2018.

U.S. retirement assets, in trillions
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Source: Investment Company Institute, 2022

While trusts offer numerous advantages, they incur
upfront costs and often have ongoing administrative
fees. The use of trusts involves a complex web of tax
rules and regulations. You should consider the counsel
of an experienced estate planning professional and
your legal and tax professionals before implementing
such strategies.

As with most financial decisions, there are expenses
associated with the purchase of life insurance. Policies
commonly have mortality and expense charges. The
cost and availability of life insurance depend on factors
such as age, health, and the type and amount of
insurance purchased. In addition, if a policy is
surrendered prematurely there may be surrender
charges and income tax implications. Any guarantees
are subject to the financial strength and claims-paying
ability of the insurer.

To qualify for the tax-free and penalty-free withdrawal
of earnings, a Roth IRA must meet the five-year
holding requirement, and the distribution must take
place after age 59% or due to the owner's death,
disability, or a first-time home purchase ($10,000
lifetime maximum). Under current tax law, if all
conditions are met, the Roth IRA will incur no further
income tax liability for the rest of the owner's lifetime or
for the lifetimes of the owner's heirs, regardless of how
much growth the account experiences.
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Three Ways to Help Simplify Your Finances

Over time, finances tend to get complicated, especially
when you're juggling multiple goals and accounts.
Simplifying your finances requires a bit of effort up
front, but making just a few changes may help free up
more time to focus on your financial priorities.

Make Saving Automatic

Saving for a goal is simpler when money is set aside
automatically. For example, you may be able to
regularly and automatically deposit a portion of your
paycheck into a retirement account through your
employer. Your contribution level may also increase
automatically each year, if your plan offers this feature.
Employers may also allow you to split your direct
deposit into multiple accounts, enabling you to build up
a college fund or an emergency fund, or direct money
to an investment account.

Another way to make saving for multiple goals easier
is to set up recurring transfers between your savings,
checking, or other financial accounts. You decide on

the frequency and timing of those transfers, and you

can quickly make necessary adjustments.

Consolidate Retirement Funds

If you've had a few jobs, you might have several
retirement accounts, such as IRAs and 401(k) or
403(b) plans, with current and past employers.
Consolidating them in one place may help make it
easier to monitor and manage your retirement savings
and distributions, and prevent you (or your

beneficiaries) from forgetting about older or
lower-balance accounts. Not all accounts can be
combined, and there may be tax consequences, so
discuss your options with your financial and/or tax
professionals.

Take a Credit Card Inventory

Credit cards are convenient, but managing multiple
credit-card accounts can be time-consuming and
costly. Losing track of balances and due dates may
lead to increased interest charges or late payments.
You could also miss out on some of the rewards and
benefits your cards offer. If you've accumulated a few
credit cards, review interest rates, terms, credit limits,
and benefits that may have changed since you got the
cards. Ordering a copy of your credit report can help
you quickly see all of your open credit-card accounts —
there may be some you've forgotten about. Visit
annualcreditreport.com to get a free credit report from
each of the three major credit reporting agencies
(Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion).

Once you know what you have, you can decide which
cards to use and put the rest aside. Because it's
possible that your credit score might take a temporary
hit, it may not always be a good idea to close accounts
you're not using unless you have a compelling reason,
such as a high annual fee or exposure to fraud.

This newsletter is for educational purposes only and is not intended to provide specific financial, legal or tax advice, either express or
implied. Financial Life Designs LLC is a registered investment adviser with the State of Florida. The ADV Part 2 for Financial Life Designs

LLC may be found on our website at www.FinancialLifeDesigns.net.
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